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3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/br sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. 1 and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 
sequence listing and/br tables related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental 
Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
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□ Box No. ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

M Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

M Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application In the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-18 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

W\ as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)' 

* Xf item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 
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apSicabUity; T dXma^^^^^ sup porting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 



Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 


No: 


Claims 





Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

, The following document Is referred to in this communication: 

\a/«^ iQftdP^ Derwent Publications Ltd., 
D1: DATABASE ^^97629 & SU 1 043 137 

^SmS 23 September 1933 (1933-09-23) 

D2: US2001/0044381 

^ not satisfy the requirements set forth in Article 33(2) 

Sled in the regulations (Rule 64(1)-(3) PCT) 

-xu^nio/ solution of iron chelated with 
D1 asoioses the coating o, ^J^SSp*. iron 

Xylene diamine ^ The subject-matter o, Cairns 
^^al 0 .ne: f ore letty' in view of this document 

D2 concerned with coaled rt^tS-^ 
,eas. one aspartic acid ~ leas, one pian, nutrient (see 
iminodisuocinic acid (IDS) or .ts aitcan me .. . ^ aqueo us coating 

paragraph 0108 and 0136) Th,s £^.££££5 (see claims 8 and 9). 
composition tor coating seeds compns. g 51 50 A o ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Hence the subject-matter of claims 1 ,2,3,7,8,9.10,1 
document. 



Re Item VIII. 

1 



o u riraftPd as separate independent claims, they 
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requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

. • t ™a « fr.r a nroduct describe the use of a fixing agent 
independent =la,ms ^° r ^^ ylenediami ne disuccinic acid and 
comprise at and sa , J since indepen dent claim 10 for a 

£££ IZZ a iaok of oiarity seems to ansa as whether the 
^rroTtherlpounds is a technioaf feature essentia, for -ny* ou, me 

invention. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
BP1 09299 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 




international application No. International filing date (day^ont^ear) Prioritydate ^ayAnonmear) 
PCTyFl2004*)00340 03.06.2004 1 3.06.2003 




Applicant 

Kemira GrowHow Oy et al 




1 The aoolicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
* Kr^X^I!^ report on patentability and its annexes, if any, established on the .ntemat.onai 
application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

• ji- ~« »i ~i/^t Q H r»ffir»oc the* international Bureau will prepare an English translation of 

3 Where required by any of the elected unices, tne inramciuuiMi duibou win » 

Se report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translate to those Offices. 
4. REMINDER 

The annlirant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
Jan^afinland Pavtnc Tnational ees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Off.ces) 
jSSSbSSci)) iSSaTOSKnWarWlv^ International Bureau with Form PCTyiB/301). 

where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
mS conSnt Ss£t on of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability > * t js the 
^SS^IS^SSS^ to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Off.ce concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
POT Applicant's Guide. 

The aoDlicanfs attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step 

preliminary ^'"^^1*^ tha/state the claimed inventions is patentable or not" (see also Article 
^t^SSS^SSk may^Kor example, to exemptions^ patentability, requirements for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 
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Fax: +31 70 340 - 301 6 
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International application No. 
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International filing date (dayAnonthfyear) 
03.06.2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
C05D9>02 



Priority date (dayfnonth/year) 
13.06.2003 



Applicant 

Kemira GrowHow Oy et a! 



1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Fv^mininn 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36 Preliminary Examining 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims andtor drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this reoort 

i8SJ^ authorized by this Authority (see Rule ^aSnwSP 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that aoes 
^em^^ UVe ,n th6 mternational Ration as filed, as indicated in item ^JS^^^^ 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic canwteu nrmtami™ Q 

S U R^ffc2 K ? ,r tab ! e .V e,a ) ed th e ere :°> in computerTeadabl2 forS Ton.^ 

Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). ouppiemeniai 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



H Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 
El Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Un( i er A ? !c,e ? 5(2) wlth regard to nove,tv ' inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 
22.09.2005 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
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Fax: +31 70 340 - 301 6 


Authorized Officer 
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Box No, I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it wj 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets whic 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-18 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-11 as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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E?£i NO k?L R !f ?? ned s«fement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industria 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-11 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


i Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIM Certain observations on the international application 



The ^following (observations i or i the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: w 

see separate sheet 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY lntQmat . . ,. 

REPORT ON PATENTABILITY International appl.cation No. 

(SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/F,2004/000,,n 

Re Item V. 

1 The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : DATABASE WPI Section Ch, Week 1 98423 Derwent Publications Ltd 

London, GB; Class C04, AN 1984-145630 XP002297629 & SU 1 043 137 
A (AS UKR GEN INORG CHEM) 23 September 1983 (1983-09-23) 

D2: US2001/0044381 

2 The present application does not satisfy the requirements set forth in Article 33(2) 
PCT because the subject matter of claims 1 -1 1 is not new in respect of prior art as 
defined in the regulations (Rule 64(1 )-(3) PCT) 

D1 discloses the coating of lucerne seeds with a 0.1% solution of iron chelated with 
ethylene d.amine disuccinic acid. The amount used as fertilizer provides an iron 
concentration of 0.05 to 0.10 wt% (see abstract). The subject-matter of claims 
1-6,8,10,1 1 lacks therefore novelty in view of this document. 

D2 is concerned with coated plant seeds (see, paragraph 0082, lines 9,10) with at 
least one aspartic acid derivative such as ehtylenediamine disuccinic acid (EDDS) 
iminodisuccinic acid (IDS) or its alkali metal salts with at least one plant nutrient (see 
paragraph 0108 and 0136). This document also discloses an aqueous coating 
composition for coating seeds comprising 5 to 50% of EDDS (see claims 8 and 9) 
Hence the subject-matter of claims 1 ,2,3,7,8,9,10,1 1 lacks novelty in view of this ' 
document. 



Re Item VIII. 

1 . Although claims 1 and 8 have been drafted as separate independent claims they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other 
only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought 
The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
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requirements of Article 6 PCT. 



2. Independent claims 1 and 8 for a product describe the use of a fixing agent 

comprising "at least one of the compounds ethylenediamine disuccinic acid and 
iminodisuccinic acid, or their isomers and salts". Since independent claim 10 for a 
method does not contain this feature a lack of clarity seems to arise as whether the 
presence of these compounds is a technical feature essential for carrying out the 
invention. 
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